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What Should I Expect During the Mother’s Recovery Period?

The mother has been given an anesthetic that is eliminated quickly from her body. Most dogs recover fully from

anesthesia by the time they arrive home. Recovery may take 2–6 hours depending on the mother’s condition

and age. Puppies should not be left unattended with the mother until multiple supervised nursing sessions have

occurred.

When Should the Mother Eat?

The mother should begin eating within a few hours after fully waking. Encourage small meals and water slowly

to avoid nausea and vomiting. Do not administer medications unless directed by your veterinarian. If the

mother’s temperature rises above 104°F, veterinary evaluation is recommended immediately.

When Should the Puppies Begin to Nurse?

Puppies should begin nursing as soon as possible after arriving home and should nurse every 2–3 hours. If milk

production is delayed, supplementation may be necessary. Puppies should be weighed regularly during the first

week to ensure proper nutrition.

How Warm Should the Room Be?

Newborn puppies cannot regulate body temperature effectively. Keep the room temperature between 85–90°F

and prevent chilling or overheating.

Is Bloody Vaginal Discharge Normal?

A bloody vaginal discharge may be normal for up to 6 weeks following birth. Contact your veterinarian if the

discharge becomes foul smelling, discolored, excessive, or persists longer than expected.

What If the Puppies Are Crying Frequently?

Excessive crying may indicate dehydration, inadequate milk production, infection, or illness. Contact your

veterinarian immediately if puppies appear weak or are not nursing properly.

When Are Stitches Removed?

Stitches are generally removed 14 days after surgery.

When Should Puppies Be Weaned?

Weaning may begin around 3½–4 weeks of age. Puppies should be eating softened food by approximately 6

weeks.



When Are Puppies Treated for Worms & Vaccinated?

Puppies are commonly treated for worms at 2, 4, and 6 weeks of age. Vaccinations generally begin at 6 weeks

with boosters around 8–9 weeks.

Caring for the Bitch and Puppies After the C-Section

• Monitor the mother closely to ensure she safely accepts and cares for the puppies.

• Do not leave puppies unattended with the mother until you are certain they are safe.

• Monitor puppy weights, temperatures, and hydration daily.

• Bottle or tube feed puppies if they are not gaining weight or staying hydrated.

• Contact your veterinarian if puppies are weak, crying excessively, or not nursing well.

• Monitor the mother’s incision, appetite, mammary glands, and temperature.

• Contact your veterinarian if the mother develops fever, swelling, incision abnormalities, or

excessive discharge.


